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LABOR TROUBLES-

Minars and Rallroad Men Defend Thom-
selves—Militla in Batile Array,

For several months past thers has been
a threatening murmer among the miners
in the viclnity of Briceville, Tenn., where
the trouble ocourred about s year ago,
anid within the past week the trouble has
broken out anew.

The prime cause of the discontent is
the employment of prison convicts under
the convict lease law. On the 12th the
miners attacked the guard at Tracy City
and Ilberated some of the convicta. On
Sundsy following 252 conviota and
twenty saven guards wers taken prlson-
era by an organization of free minara,
They were taken away to Bridgeport on
cars without any damage belag done to
the company’s property. This oreated
excltement pmong all the miners of east
Tennessee, and on Tuesday a bloody fight
seemad Inevitable at Coal Creek snd
Oliver Springs, where a company of
militls had been on duty ever since last
summer. On Tuesday, thls weelk, numar-
ous shots were axchanged between min-
ers and plckets, and houses were fired
into. The telegraph wirea were cut, and
dyoamite placed where It could be used
If needed. The Tennesses Coal, Iron and
Railway company sent a8 communication
to Governor Buchanan, saking that the
stats protect them in thelr rights. Later
in the evening the company sent the gov-
amor formal notification that they would
not receive or feed the convictsiwho had
been captured by the miners at Inman
snd brought to this city without thelr
consent, As soon as the communioation
was read, the governor called a mesting
of the board of prison inspectora. They
decided not only to recelve the convicts,
but also to supply them with food, leav-
ing the question of responsibility to be
seftled hereafter,

The three furnaces operated by the
Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railway com-
pany af South Plttsburg, employlng 450
men, banked thelr fires, and will not re-
sume work till affaire between the com-
pany and state are setiled. The Houth
Plttaburg Plpe works have also shut
down for the present, as they are dspend-

ent upon the Tennessee Coal ocompany
for coke.

On August 17 the dispatches stated
that & mob of miners were in sctual
possesalon of the esst Tennseses com-
pany's property st Ollver Springs and
Coal Creek; that all the enginea had been
captured, and some of the track tomn up,
That morning the miners aseaultad the
stockade where the prisoners were kept
at Oliver Springs, and another skirmish
took place, but no one was killed. After-
ward the guards surrendered to about
1,000 miners, who burned the stockades,
Convicts, guards and soldlers wars loaded
on flat cars and taken to Knoxville, Four
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conviots esoapad, Bome of the soldlers
ware locked In a warehouse at Clinton,

Many diffsrent reporta were sent out as
to the number of men on the side of the
miners, Bome placed 1t at 20,000, and
many of them are said to bo veterans of
the Iate war. As the whole state mllitla
only numbers 2,000 men, calls were made
for voluntears. The sherlff of Knox
oounty, under authority of Gov.
Buchanan, called for 500 men. Many
petations were sent to the governor (who
was alok abed) asking him to take vigor-
ous steps to quell the rlots, and If neces-
sary call on the president for ald. Thirty
soldlers who had been stripped of thelr
arms walked Into Knoxville Wednesday
night, & distance of thirty-six miles from
whare they had met the miners, Some
of the officers are eald to have bought
thelr releass. That night the governor
ordered out all the mlilitia, and called for
5,000 voluntesrs,

Thursday afternoon the most Intense
excltement prevalled at Knoxvllle and
Chattanoogs, caused by the reports that
the miners had captured Gen. Anderson,
of the milltla. One report says: “Dar-
ing the fight two or three of the leaders
of the miners were captured by CGen.
Anderson's troops. A truoce was ralsed,
and the miners told Anderson that If he
would surrender their leaders, they would
allow him to return to his fort, Ha took

the men and went down among the mob,
When ot of rangs of guns, he waa cap-
tured and not allowad to return, The
leader of the men Is the notorlous Budd
Lindssy, brother of the United Siates at-
torney for that district, who has killed
elght or ten men In his time. Lindsay
put a platol to Anderson's head and told
him he must order his men to surrender
or he would shoot. Gen. Anderson an-
swared that he would never tall his men
to surrender, He was then taken to s
hotel a8 8 prisoner” That evenlng re-
enforcsmanta of 500 voluntears ware sent
from Chattanooga and Knoxvliile to assust
the mulitla and take charge of the 1,000
released convicts, The volunteers got
arms wherever they found a hardware
store, and some were furnished by cit!-
zens, After that day the troubls began
to qulet down. Gen. Carnes took com-
mand of the stats forces, and the latest
raports say he has the rioters undar con-
trol, The soldiers wers frequently fired
on by miners In ambush, and s number
of both sldes were killed on Friday.
Gen. Anderson, who had been secreted
In & farm house near Coal Creek for two
days, waa releassd on the threat of Carnes
to burn the town,

Beveral hundred of the minars have
singe been srrested, and they are being
Indloted for murder and insurrection,

THE RAILROAD STRIKES,

A weak ago it was thought that the
striking Frie and Lebigh Valley switch-
men at Buffalo had loat thelr grip and
the troubls was over, Two reglmenta of
New York mliitls had been called out,
and stood guard over rallroad property
night and day, as ! the fe of the nation
depended on defeating the switchmen, A
lot of scabs were brought to Buffalo and
pet fo work handllng cars along the
different lines.  About 250 of them were
employed by the Reallng road alons.
Thoss at work in Buffslo were protected
by the militls,

August 17 the Lake Shore switchmen
jolned the strikers, and the frelght busi-
neas at Buffalo was paralyzed. That
being & point whers the east and west
lines meet, the strlke Is & serious matter
for the railroads. Vice Presidant Webb,
of the New York Central, stuted that
there were plenty of men to take the
place of the etrikers If the state would
only protect them while at work.

Grand Master Frank Sweeney, of the
Bwitchmen's Brotherhood, stated the case
thus:

No man can predict where thls thing
will end. It may spread llke wildire,
Certaln it s that the men have done
El that a man with one ounce of
nﬂ-mmwulddownoidmvm
issues to a strike, The Lehigh Valley

(Conbinued on page 12.)




